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Blessings and Curses | Deuteronomy 27-28

Arranging the Ceremony 27:1-13
Cursing the Disobedient 27:14-26
Blessing the Obedient 28:1-14
Cursing the Disobedient 28:15-68



Arranging the Ceremony | Deuteronomy 27:1-13

'"Then Moses and the elders of Israel charged the people,
saying, “Keep all the commandments which | command you
today. 2So it shall be on the day when you cross the Jordan
to the land which the Lord your God gives you, that you shall
set up for yourself large stones and coat them with lime 3and
write on them all the words of this law, when you cross over,
so that you may enter the land which the Lord your God gives
you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God
of your fathers, promised you.



Arranging the Ceremony | Deuteronomy 27:1-13

? Then Moses and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel,
saying, “Be silent and listen, O Israel! This day you have become
a people for the LORD your God. '° You shall therefore obey the
LORD your God, and do His commandments and His statutes
which | command you today.”



Arranging the Ceremony | Deuteronomy 27:1-13

"Moses also charged the people on that day, saying, ' “When
you cross the Jordan, these shall stand on Mount Gerizim to
bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and

Benjamin. 1 For the curse, these shall stand on Mount Ebal:
Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.



Arranging the Ceremony | Deuteronomy 27:1-13
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Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 27:14-26

4 The Levites shall then answer and say to all the men of
Israel with a loud voice: ® ‘Cursed is the man who makes an
idol or a molten image, an abhomination to the LORD, the work
of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.” And
all the people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 27:14-26

16 ‘Cursed is he who dishonors his father or mother." And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen.' ' ‘Cursed is he who moves his
neighbor's boundary mark.” And all the people shall say,
‘Amen.’ '® ‘Cursed is he who misleads a blind person on the
road.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ '? ‘Cursed is he
who distorts the justice due an alien, orphan, and widow.’ And

all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 27:14-26

24 ‘Cursed is he who strikes his neighbor in secret." And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ?° ‘Cursed is he who accepts a

bribe to strike down an innocent person.’ And all the people
shall say, ‘Amen.’ 26 ‘Cursed is he who does not confirm the

words of this law by doing them.” And all the people shall
say, ‘Amen.’



Blessing the Obedient | Deuteronomy 28:1-14

"“Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God,
being careful to do all His commandments which | command
you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the
nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you
and overtake you if you obey the LORD your God:



Blessing the Obedient | Deuteronomy 28:1-14

3 “Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in
the country. % “Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and
the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts,
the increase of your herd and the young of your flock. °
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. ¢
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall

you be when you go out.”



Blessing the Obedient | Deuteronomy 28:1-14

T “The LORD shall cause your enemies who rise up against
you to be defeated before you; they will come out against you
one way and will flee before you seven ways. 8 The LORD will
command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that
you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which
the LORD your God gives you. ° The LORD will establish you
as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep
the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His
ways. ' So all the peoples of the earth will see that you are
called by the name of the LORD, and they will be afraid of you.



Blessing the Obedient | Deuteronomy 28:1-14

" The LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of your
body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your
ground, in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. 2
The LORD will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give
rain to your land in its season and to hless all the work of your hand; and
you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. '* The LORD will
make you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you
will not be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD
your God, which | charge you today, to observe them carefully, '* and do
not turn aside from any of the words which | command you today, to the
right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

15 “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your
God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes
with which | charge you today, that all these curses will come

upon you and overtake you:



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in
the country.

1T “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

18 “Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce
of your ground, the increase of your herd and the young of
your flock.

17 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall
you be when you go out.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

20 “The LORD will send upon you curses, confusion, and
rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and
until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your deeds,

because you have forsaken Me.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

2l The LORD will make the pestilence cling to you until He has
consumed you from the land where you are entering to
possess it.

2 The LORD will smite you with consumption and with fever
and with inflammation and with fiery heat and with the sword
and with blight and with mildew, and they will pursue you

until you perish.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

23 The heaven which is over your head shall be bronze, and
the earth which is under you, iron. % The LORD will make the
rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall come
down on you until you are destroyed.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

25 “The LORD shall cause you to be defeated before your
enemies; you will go out one way against them, but you will
flee seven ways before them, and you will be an example of

terror to all the kingdoms of the earth.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

28 The LORD will smite you with madness and with blindness
and with bewilderment of heart; 2’ and you will grope at noon,
as the blind man gropes in darkness, and you will not
prosper in your ways; but you shall only be oppressed and
robbed continually, with none to save you.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

38 “You shall bring out much seed to the field but you will
gather in little, for the locust will consume it. 37 You shall
plant and cultivate vineyards, but you will neither drink of
the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm will devour
them. 4% You shall have olive trees throughout your territory
but you will not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives
will drop off.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

45 “So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you and
overtake you until you are destroyed, because you would not
obey the LORD your God by keeping His commandments and
His statutes which He commanded you. ¢ They shall become
a sigh and a wonder on you and your descendants forever.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

47 “Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and
a glad heart, for the abundance of all things; “® therefore you
shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against
you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all
things; and He will put an iron yoke on your neck until He has
destroyed you.



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

2 Then you shall be left few in number, whereas you were as
numerous as the stars of heaven, because you did not obey
the LORD your God. It shall come about that as the LORD
delighted over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so the
LORD will delight over you to make you perish and destroy
you; and you will be torn from the land where you are

entering to possess it. * Moreover, the LORD will scatter you
among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end

of the earth..



Cursing the Disobedient | Deuteronomy 28:15-68

% So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you will be
in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your
life. ¢ In the morning you shall say, ‘Would that it were
evening!” And at evening you shall say, ‘Would that it were
morning!” because of the dread of your heart which you
dread, and for the sight of your eyes which you will see.
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