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Marching Home | Numbers 26

The Nature of the Battle (31)
The Temptation to Settle (32)
God's Use of Faithful People (33:1-49)
The Seriousness of Sin (33:50-56)
God's Faithfulness (32:18-24)
God's Desire to be Near (33:50-56)
God's Value of Human Life (35:1-15)



Moses' Last Mission | Numbers 31

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Avenge the people of 
Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall be gathered to 
your people.” 3 So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm 
men from among you for the war, that they may go against 
Midian to execute the LORD’s vengeance on Midian. 4 You 
shall send a thousand from each of the tribes of Israel to the 
war.” 5 So there were provided, out of the thousands of Israel, 
a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 



Moses' Last Mission | Numbers 31
6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each 
tribe, together with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 
with the vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets for the 
alarm in his hand. 7 They warred against Midian, as the LORD 
commanded Moses, and killed every male. 8 They killed the 
kings of Midian with the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, 
Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. And they also killed 
Balaam the son of Beor with the sword.



Moses' Last Mission | Numbers 31
17 Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and 
kill every woman who has known man by lying with him. 
18 But all the young girls who have not known man by lying 
with him keep alive for yourselves. 19 Encamp outside the 
camp seven days. Whoever of you has killed any person and 
whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your 
captives on the third day and on the seventh day. 20 You shall 
purify every garment, every article of skin, all work of goats’ 
hair, and every article of wood.



Moses' Last Mission | Numbers 31
48 Then the officers who were over the thousands of the 
army, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of 
hundreds, came near to Moses 49 and said to Moses, “Your 
servants have counted the men of war who are under our 
command, and there is not a man missing from us. 50 And we 
have brought the LORD’s offering, what each man found, 
articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, signet rings, earrings, 
and beads, to make atonement for ourselves before the 
LORD.” 51 And Moses and Eleazar the priest received from 
them the gold, all crafted articles. 



Moses' Last Mission | Numbers 31
52 And all the gold of the contribution that they presented to 
the LORD, from the commanders of thousands and the 
commanders of hundreds, was 16,750 shekels. 53 (The men in 
the army had each taken plunder for himself.) 54 And Moses 
and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the 
commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it 
into the tent of meeting, as a memorial for the people of 
Israel before the LORD.



Moses' Last Mission | Numbers 31

Packing Principle 1
Like the Israelites, we must recognize the nature of the battle.  We 
fight a spiritual battle and victory belongs to the Lord.



The Transjordan Tribes | Numbers 32
6 But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of 
Reuben, “Shall your brothers go to the war while you sit 
here? 7 Why will you discourage the heart of the people of 
Israel from going over into the land that the LORD has given 
them? 8 Your fathers did this, when I sent them from Kadesh-
barnea to see the land. 9 For when they went up to the Valley 
of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the 
people of Israel from going into the land that the LORD had 
given them.



The Transjordan Tribes | Numbers 32
13 And the LORD’s anger was kindled against Israel, and he 
made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the 
generation that had done evil in the sight of the LORD was 
gone. 14 And behold, you have risen in your fathers’ place, a 
brood of sinful men, to increase still more the fierce anger of 
the LORD against Israel! 15 For if you turn away from 
following him, he will again abandon them in the wilderness, 
and you will destroy all this people.” 



The Transjordan Tribes | Numbers 32
18 We will not return to our homes until each of the people of 
Israel has gained his inheritance. 19 For we will not inherit 
with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, 
because our inheritance has come to us on this side of the 
Jordan to the east.”



The Transjordan Tribes | Numbers 32
20 So Moses said to them, “If you will do this, if you will take up 
arms to go before the LORD for the war, 21 and every armed man 
of you will pass over the Jordan before the LORD, until he has 
driven out his enemies from before him 22 and the land is 
subdued before the LORD; then after that you shall return and be 
free of obligation to the LORD and to Israel, and this land shall be 
your possession before the LORD. 23 But if you will not do so, 
behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be sure your sin 
will find you out. 24 Build cities for your little ones and folds for 
your sheep, and do what you have promised.”



The Transjordan Tribes | Numbers 32

Packing Principle 2
We must not be short sided and settle for instant gratification (and 
meeting our own comforts here), but on our ultimate home and His 
eternal kingdom.



Recounting the Journey | Numbers 33:1-49

33:2 Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by 
command of the LORD, and these are their stages according to 
their starting places.

33:38 And Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor at the command of 
the Lord and died there, in the fortieth year after the people of 
Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the 
fifth month. 39 And Aaron was 123 years old when he died on 
Mount Hor.



Recounting the Journey | Numbers 33:1-49

Packing Principle 3
God uses faithful people to accomplish his purposes.



Driving out the Canaanites | Numbers 33:50-56
50 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the people of Israel and 
say to them, When you pass over the Jordan into the land of 
Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the 
land from before you and destroy all their figured stones and 
destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high 
places. 53 And you shall take possession of the land and 
settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 



Driving out the Canaanites | Numbers 33:50-56
54 You shall inherit the land by lot according to your clans. To 
a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small 
tribe you shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls 
for anyone, that shall be his. According to the tribes of your 
fathers you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, then those of them 
whom you let remain shall be as barbs in your eyes and 
thorns in your sides, and they shall trouble you in the land 
where you dwell. 56 And I will do to you as I thought to do to 
them.”



Driving out the Canaanites | Numbers 33:50-56

Packing Principle 4
We must deal seriously with sin and commit ourselves to full 
obedience, making no compromise with wickedness.



Dividing the Land | Numbers 34

Packing Principle 5
God is faithful to keep His promises.



Levitical Cities | Numbers 35:1-8
35:1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan at Jericho, saying, 2 “Command the people of Israel to 
give to the Levites some of the inheritance of their 
possession as cities for them to dwell in. And you shall give 
to the Levites pasturelands around the cities. 3 The cities 
shall be theirs to dwell in, and their pasturelands shall be for 
their cattle and for their livestock and for all their beasts. 
4 The pasturelands of the cities, which you shall give to the 
Levites, shall reach from the wall of the city outward a 
thousand cubits all around. 



Levitical Cities | Numbers 35:1-8
5 And you shall measure, outside the city, on the east side 
two thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand 
cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the 
north side two thousand cubits, the city being in the middle. 
This shall belong to them as pastureland for their cities. 
6 “The cities that you give to the Levites shall be the six cities 
of refuge, where you shall permit the manslayer to flee, and 
in addition to them you shall give forty-two cities. 7 All the 
cities that you give to the Levites shall be forty-eight, with 
their pasturelands. 



Levitical Cities | Numbers 35:1-8
8 And as for the cities that you shall give from the possession 
of the people of Israel, from the larger tribes you shall take 
many, and from the smaller tribes you shall take few; each, in 
proportion to the inheritance that it inherits, shall give of its 
cities to the Levites.” 



Levitical Cities | Numbers 35:1-8

Packing Principle 6
God's desire is that all people have access to His Word, His 
wisdom, and His counsel.



Cities of Refuge | Numbers 35:9-34
9 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the 
people of Israel and say to them, When you cross the 
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11 then you shall select 
cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who 
kills any person without intent may flee there. 12 The cities 
shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, that the 
manslayer may not die until he stands before the 
congregation for judgment. 13 And the cities that you give 
shall be your six cities of refuge. 



Cities of Refuge | Numbers 35:9-34
14 You shall give three cities beyond the Jordan, and three 
cities in the land of Canaan, to be cities of refuge. 15 These six 
cities shall be for refuge for the people of Israel, and for the 
stranger and for the sojourner among them, that anyone who 
kills any person without intent may flee there.



Levitical Cities | Numbers 35:1-8

Packing Principle 7
We must recognize that every life is precious in God's eyes.
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Packing Principles

1. Like the Israelites, we must recognize the nature of the battle.  We fight a spiritual battle, 
and victory belongs to the Lord

2. We must not be short sided and settle for instant gratification (and meeting our own 
comforts here), but on our ultimate home and His eternal kingdom. 

3. God uses faithful people to accomplish His purposes 

4. We must deal seriously with sin and commit ourselves to full obedience, making no 
compromise with wickedness.

5. God is faithful to keep all His promises.

6. God’s desire is that all people have access to His Word, His wisdom, and His counsel.

7. We must recognize that every life is precious in God’s eyes. 




