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Marching in and Out of Favor | Numbers 22-25
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Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

'Then the sons of Israel journeyed and camped in the plains
of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho.

2Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to
the Amorites. 3 So Moab was in great fear because of the

people, for they were numerous; and Moab was in dread of
the sons of Israel.
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Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

> So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, at
Pethor, which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his
people, to call him, saying,

“Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, they cover the
surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. ¢ Now,
therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they
are too mighty for me; perhaps | may be able to defeat them
and drive them out of the land. For | know that he whom you
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”



Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

12 God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them; you shall not
curse the people, for they are blessed.”

3 So Balaam arose in the morning and said to Balak's
leaders, “Go back to your land, for the LORD has refused to let

me go with you.” '* The leaders of Moab arose and went to
Balak and said, “Balaam refused to come with us.”



God's Call of Abram | Genesis 12:1-3

"Now the LORD said to Abram,

“Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from
your father's house, to the land which | will show you; 2and |
will make you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make
your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; ®and | will
bless those who bhless you, and the one who curses you | will
curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”



Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

2l So Balaam arose in the morning and saddled his donkey
and went with the leaders of Moab. %2 But God was angry
because he was going, and the angel of the LORD took his
stand in the way as an adversary against him. Now he was
riding on his donkey and his two servants were with him.
23When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the
way with his drawn sword in his hand, the donkey turned off
from the way and went into the field; but Balaam struck the

donkey to turn her back into the way.



Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said
to Balaam, “What have | done to you, that you have struck me
these three times?” ?° Then Balaam said to the donkey,
“Because you have made a mockery of me! If there had been
a sword in my hand, | would have killed you by now.” 3¢ The
donkey said to Balaam, “Am | not your donkey on which you
have ridden all your life to this day? Have | ever been
accustomed to do so to you?” And he said, “No.”



Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

3'Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the
angel of the LORD standing in the way with his drawn sword in
his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground.

32The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck
your donkey these three times? Behold, | have come out as
an adversary, because your way was contrary to me. 33 But
the donkey saw me and turned aside from me these three
times. If she had not turned aside from me, | would surely
have killed you just now, and let her live.”



Balaam’s Offers and Journey | Numbers 22:1-35

34 Balaam said to the angel of the LoRD, “l have sinned, for |
did not know that you were standing in the way against me.
Now then, if it is displeasing to you, | will turn back.”

35 But the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men,
but you shall speak only the word which | tell you.” So
Balaam went along with the leaders of Balak.



Balaam's Oracles & Prophecies | Numbers 22:36-24:25

237 “From Aram Balak has brought me, Moab’s king from the
mountains of the East, ‘Come curse Jacob for me, and come,
denounce Israel” 8 How shall | curse whom God has not
cursed? And how can | denounce whom the LORD has not
denounced? ? As | see him from the top of the rocks, and |
look at him from the hills; behold, a people who dwells apart,
and will not be reckoned among the nations. ' Who can count
the dust of Jacob, or number the fourth part of Israel? Let me
die the death of the upright, and let my end be like his!”



Balaam's Oracles & Prophecies | Numbers 22:36-24:25

23.20 “Behold, | have received a command to bless;
when He has blessed, then | cannot revoke it. ? He has
not observed misfortune in Jacob; nor has He seen
trouble in Israel; the LORD his God is with him, and the

shout of a king is among them.”



Balaam's Oracles & Prophecies | Numbers 22:36-24:25

2322 “God brings them out of Egypt, He is for them like the
horns of the wild ox. 22 For there is no omen against Jacob,
nor is there any divination against Israel; at the proper time it
shall be said to Jacob and to Israel, what God has done!
24 Behold, a people rises like a lioness, and as a lion it lifts
itself; it will not lie down until it devours the prey, and drinks

the blood of the slain.”



Balaam's Oracles & Prophecies | Numbers 22:36-24:25

236 “Like valleys that stretch out, like gardens beside the
river, like aloes planted by the LORD, like cedars heside the
waters. " Water will flow from his buckets, and his seed will
be by many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag,
and his kingdom shall be exalted.



Balaam's Oracles & Prophecies | Numbers 22:36-24:25

8 God brings him out of Egypt, He is for him like the horns of
the wild ox. He will devour the nations who are his
adversaries, and will crush their bones in pieces, and shatter
them with his arrows. ? He couches, he lies down as a lion,
and as a lion, who dares rouse him? Blessed is everyone who
blesses you, and cursed is everyone who curses you.”



Balaam's Oracles & Prophecies | Numbers 22:36-24:25

7% see him, but not now; | behold him, but not near; a star
shall come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel,
and shall crush through the forehead of Moab, and tear down
all the sons of Sheth. '® Edom shall be a possession, Seir, its
enemies, also will be a possession, while Israel performs
valiantly.” One from Jacob shall have dominion, and will
destroy the remnant from the city.”



The Way / Error / Teaching of Balaam

15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the
wages of unrighteousness; '* but he received a rebuke for his
own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice

of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.
(2 Peter 2:15-16)

"Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for

pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam,
(Jude 1)



The Way / Error / Teaching of Balaam

14"'But | have a few things against you, because you have
there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept
teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of
immorality.’ ” (Revelation 2:14)



Phinehas’ Jealous Zeal for God | Numbers 22:36-24:25

"Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, " “Phinehas the son
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My
wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My
jealousy among them, so that | did not destroy the sons of
Israel in My jealousy. > Therefore say, ‘Behold, | give him My
covenant of peace; " and it shall be for him and his
descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood,

because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for
the sons of Israel.’”
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