


God’s Tabernacle
Exodus 25–27, 30–31, 35–38

John Brown
Senior Pastor



The Tabernacle’s Initiator and Purpose

Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell 
among them. (Exodus 25:8)

There I will meet with you; and … I will speak to you about 
all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of 
Israel. (Exodus 25:22; cf. 29:42; 30:6, 36)

“My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
(Exodus 33:14)



The Tabernacle’s Designer and Pattern

According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern 
of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just so 
you shall construct it. (Exodus 25:9)

Then you shall erect the tabernacle according to its plan 
which you have been shown in the mountain. (Exodus 26:30)



The Tabernacle’s Contributors and Materials 
1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Tell the sons of 
Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose 
heart moves him you shall raise My contribution. 3 This is 
the contribution which you are to raise from them: gold, 
silver and bronze, 4 blue, purple and scarlet material, fine 
linen, goat hair, 5 rams’ skins dyed red, porpoise skins, 
acacia wood, 6 oil for lighting, spices for the anointing oil 
and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones and setting 
stones for the ephod and for the breastpiece.



The Tabernacle’s Contributors and Materials 
29 The Israelites, all the men and women, whose heart 
moved them to bring material for all the work, which the 
Lord had commanded through Moses to be done, brought a 
freewill offering to the Lord. (Exodus 35:29)



The Tabernacle’s Contributors and Materials 
4 All the skillful men who were performing all the work of the 
sanctuary came, each from the work which he was 
performing, 5 and they said to Moses, “The people are 
bringing much more than enough for the construction work 
which the Lord commanded us to perform.” 6 So Moses 
issued a command, and a proclamation was circulated 
throughout the camp, saying, “Let no man or woman any 
longer perform work for the contributions of the sanctuary.” 
Thus the people were restrained from bringing any more. 
7 For the material they had was sufficient and more than 
enough for all the work, to perform it. (Exodus 36:4b–7)



The Tabernacle’s Supervisors and Craftsmen
1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “See, I have called by 
name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of 
Judah. 3 I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in 
understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, 
4 to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in 
bronze, 5 and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the 
carving of wood, that he may work in all kinds of craftsmanship. 
6 And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, the son 
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who 
are skillful I have put skill, that they may make all that I have 
commanded you. (Exodus 31:1–6)



The Tabernacle’s Courtyard
9 “You shall make the court 
of the tabernacle.”… 18 “The 
length of the court shall be 
one hundred cubits, and 
the width fifty throughout, 
and the height five cubits 
of fine twisted linen, and 
their sockets of bronze.” 
(Exodus 27:9, 18)

J. Daniel Hays, The Temple and the Tabernacle: A Study 
of God’s Dwelling Places from Genesis to Revelation 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2016), 52.



The Tabernacle’s Altar
1 “And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits 
long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be square, and its 
height shall be three cubits. 2 You shall make its horns on 
its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and 
you shall overlay it with bronze. (Exodus 27:1–2)



The Tabernacle’s Laver
18 “You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base of 
bronze, for washing; and you shall put it between the tent of 
meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it. 19 Aaron 
and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet from it; 
20 when they enter the tent of meeting, they shall wash with 
water, so that they will not die; or when they approach the 
altar to minister, by offering up in smoke a fire sacrifice to 
the LORD.” (Exodus 30:18–20)



The Tabernacle’s Tent of Meeting
1 “Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains 
of fine twisted linen and blue and purple and scarlet 
material; you shall make them with cherubim, the work of a 
skillful workman. 2 The length of each curtain shall be 
twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each curtain four 
cubits…. 6 You shall make fifty clasps of gold, and join the 
curtains to one another with the clasps so that the 
tabernacle will be a unit.” (Exodus 26:1–2, 6)



The Tabernacle’s Table for the Bread of the Presence

23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood, two cubits long 
and one cubit wide and one and a half cubits high. 24 You 
shall overlay it with pure gold and make a gold border 
around it.… 29 You shall make its dishes and its pans and its 
jars and its bowls with which to pour drink offerings; you 
shall make them of pure gold. 30 You shall set the bread of 
the Presence on the table before Me at all times.” (Exodus 
25:23–24, 29–30).



The Tabernacle’s Lampstand

31 “Then you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The 
lampstand and its base and its shaft are to be made of 
hammered work; its cups, its bulbs and its flowers shall be 
of one piece with it. 32 Six branches shall go out from its 
sides; three branches of the lampstand from its one side 
and three branches of the lampstand from its other side. 
(Exodus 25:31–32)



The Tabernacle’s Incense Altar

1 “You shall make an altar as a place for burning incense; 
you shall make it of acacia wood.… 6 You shall put this altar 
in front of the veil that is near the ark of the testimony, in 
front of the mercy seat that is over the ark of the testimony, 
where I will meet with you. 7 Aaron shall burn fragrant 
incense on it; he shall burn it every morning when he trims 
the lamps. 8 When Aaron trims the lamps at twilight, he 
shall burn incense. There shall be perpetual incense before 
the Lord throughout your generations” (Exodus 30:1, 6–8)



The Tabernacle’s Holy Place



The Tabernacle’s Holy Place and Holy of Holies



The Tabernacle’s Ark 

10 “They shall construct an ark of acacia wood two and a half cubits 
long, and one and a half cubits wide, and one and a half cubits high. 
11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall 
overlay it, and you shall make a gold molding around it. 12 You shall 
cast four gold rings for it and fasten them on its four feet, and two 
rings shall be on one side of it and two rings on the other side of it. 
13 You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 
14 You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, to 
carry the ark with them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of 
the ark; they shall not be removed from it. You shall put into the ark 
the testimony which I shall give you. (Exodus 25:10–15)



The Tabernacle’s Mercy Seat 
17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold, two and a half cubits long 
and one and a half cubits wide. 18 You shall make two cherubim of gold, 
make them of hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat. 
19 Make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; you 
shall make the cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat at its two 
ends. 20 The cherubim shall have their wings spread upward, covering 
the mercy seat with their wings and facing one another; the faces of 
the cherubim are to be turned toward the mercy seat. 21 You shall put 
the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the 
testimony which I will give to you. 22 There I will meet with you; and 
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are 
upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will 
give you in commandment for the sons of Israel. (Exodus 25:17–22)
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