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Proper Worship | Exodus 20:22–26
22 And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of 
Israel: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have talked with you 
from heaven. 23 You shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor 
shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24 An altar of earth you 
shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your 
peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I 
cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you. 
25 If you make me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn 
stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it. 26 And you shall 
not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed 
on it.’



Laws about Slaves or “Bonded Laborers” | Exodus 21:1–11

21:1 “Now these are the rules that you shall set before them. 2 When 
you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh 
he shall go out free, for nothing. 3 If he comes in single, he shall go 
out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with 
him. 4 If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or 
daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master’s, and he 
shall go out alone. 5 But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, 
my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,’ 6 then his master 
shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the 
doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, 
and he shall be his slave forever.



Laws about Injuries | Exodus 21:12–36
12 “Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to 
death. 13 But if he did not lie in wait for him, but God let him fall 
into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place to which he 
may flee. 14 But if a man willfully attacks another to kill him by 
cunning, you shall take him from my altar, that he may die.

15 “Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to 
death.

16 “Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in 
possession of him, shall be put to death.

17 “Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to 
death.



Laws about Property | Exodus 22:1–20
22:1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, 
he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a 
sheep. 2 If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that 
he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him, 3 but if the sun 
has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall 
surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his 
theft. 4 If the stolen beast is found alive in his possession, 
whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep, he shall pay 
double.



Laws about Property | Exodus 22:1–20
5 “If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or 
lets his beast loose and it feeds in another man’s field, he 
shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in 
his own vineyard.



Laws about Justice and Holiness | Exodus 22:21–23:9

21 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you 
were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not 
mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat 
them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their 
cry, 24 and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the 
sword, and your wives shall become widows and your 
children fatherless.



Laws about Justice and Holiness | Exodus 22:21–23:9

25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is 
poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you 
shall not exact interest from him. 26 If ever you take your 
neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before 
the sun goes down, 27 for that is his only covering, and it is 
his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he 
cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.



Cycles of Work and Worship | Exodus 23:10-19

14 “Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to 
me. 15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I 
commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for seven 
days at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it you 
came out of Egypt. None shall appear before me empty-
handed. 16 You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the 
firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You 
shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, 
when you gather in from the field the fruit of your 
labor. 17 Three times in the year shall all your males appear 
before the Lord GOD.



The Promise of Guidance and Protection | 23:20-33

20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the 
way and to bring you to the place that I have 
prepared. 21 Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; 
do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your 
transgression, for my name is in him.

22 “But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, 
then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary 
to your adversaries.



The Ratification of the Covenant | Exodus 24:1-11
24:1 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and 

Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel, and worship from afar. 2 Moses alone shall come 
near to the LORD, but the others shall not come near, and 
the people shall not come up with him.”



The Ratification of the Covenant | Exodus 24:1-11
3 Moses came and told the people all the words of 
the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered 
with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses wrote down all the words 
of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar 
at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the 
people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6 And Moses took half 
of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he 
threw against the altar.



The Ratification of the Covenant | Exodus 24:1-11
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing 
of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will 
do, and we will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the blood and threw 
it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that 
the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There 
was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like 
the very heaven for clearness. 11 And he did not lay his hand on the 
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and 
drank.



The Glory of the Lord | Exodus 24:12-18
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain 
and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with 
the law and the commandment, which I have written for 
their instruction.” 13 So Moses rose with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14 And 
he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to 
you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has 
a dispute, let him go to them.”



The Glory of the Lord | Exodus 24:12-18
15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud 
covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD dwelt on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the 
cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was 
like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight 
of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went 
up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights.
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