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“Faithful God, Fallen Man™
(Genesis 29:21 — 30:43

Sunday, May 25th, 2025
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Sermon Preview

I. Context -V

ITI. A Bitte

IV. Jacob




Where Are We 1n Jacob’s Story L
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I. Jacob, the grandson of Abraham and son of Isaac, recently
fled Canaan after deceiving his brother, Esau, of Jacob’s blessing

II. God reveals 1in the dream of Jacob’s Ladder that He will:
a) Give Jacob descendants “like the dust of the earth”
b) Bless the earth through his descendants
c) Provide for and protect Jacob until his return

d) Give Jacob the land of Canaan
III. Jacob affirms that if God does these things, He will be his God

IV. Jacob 1s well-received and employed by Laban, his uncle

V. Jacob falls deeply 1n love with Laban’s youngest daughter, Rachel, and
agrees to work 7 years for her hand in marriage



Laban’s Treachery (29:21-30) N

L.

I1.

I11.

IV.
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Jacob completes his 7 years “wages” for Rachel and
a wedding feast 1s prepared

Up to this point we don’t have any reason to believe Laban is
anything other than a great uncle and potential father-in-law

But Laban will deceive Jacob into marrying Leah, not Rachel

Why? Why would Laban do this?

The answer 1s Greed. Laban loves money above all things



Laban’s Treachery (29:21-30) N

L.

I1.
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After the feast Leah is secretly presented to Jacob, _l -
and he unwittingly sleeps w/ her

Jacob awakes outraged and confronts Laban about his deception

ITII. After explaining to Jacob that it is against tradition to marry the

IV.

younger before the older (a reality Laban could have clarified at any
time over the past 7 years), he offers Rachel in exchange for another 7
years of labor (Laban gets exactly what he wants)

Jacob agrees and one week later marries Rachel, his true love.

Tragically this narrative ends with, “and indeed he loved Rachel more
than Leah”...which sets up the second narrative depicting the bitter
rivalry between sisters for Jacob’s affections



Laban’s Treachery (29:21-30) N

I. Through the “God” lens, we learn: _| DENIA
a) God 1s Just
b) Jacob the deceiver 1s himself deceived
c) “Do not be deceived, God 1s not mocked; for whatever a man
sows, this he will also reap.” - Galatians 6:7

II. Through the “Humanity” lens, we learn:

a) The Heart is Deceitful

b) “The greedy bring ruin to their households, but the one who
hates bribes will live.” - Proverbs 15:27

c) “The heart is more deceitful than all else and i1s desperately sick;
Who can understand 1t? I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the
mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According
to the results of his deeds.” — Jeremiah 17:9-10



A Bitter Rivalry (29:31-30:24) K

I. Ifyoulll recall, the author closed the previous narrative by _l <<<<<<<<<<<<<<
emphasizing that Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah

II. But notice God’s compassion towards Leah, “Now the Lord saw that
Leah was unloved (*hated”) and He opened her womb...”

III. Over the next few years Leah will give Jacob four sons: Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, and Judah

IV. In the naming of these sons we see Leah desperately seeks the
affections of her husband (“...surely now my husband will love me.”)

V. Yet while Leah desires Jacob’s heart, Rachel longs for what Leah 1s
able to give Jacob: children



A Bitter Rivalry (29:31-30:24) 1L
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I. Rachel blames Jacob for her lack of children, to which
Jacob angrily exclaims, “Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from
you the fruit of the womb!”

II. Driven by her rivalry with Leah, Rachel gives her maidservant, Bilhah, to
Jacob to bear children in her stead (a common practice at that time).
Bilhah proceeds to give Jacob two sons: Dan & Naphtali

ITI. As with Leah, we see into Rachel’s heart at the arrival of these sons,
“With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and I have
indeed prevailed.”

IV. Leah was given children, but wanted love. Rachel was loved, but wanted
children. Neither were content with God’s provision



A Bitter Rivalry (29:31-30:24) K

F
I. Leah also gives her maid, Zilpah, to Jacob and two more _| DENIA
sons are born: Gad and Asher

II. In a rather strange account involving mandrakes, a vegetable associated
with fertility, Rachel acquires the mandrakes in exchange for Jacob
spending the night with Leah (apparently a rare event)

ITI. "The outcome was ironical, the mandrakes doing nothing for Rachel,
while Leah gained another son by parting with them.”

IV. Leah gives birth to Issachar...and later Zebulun and Dinah

V. The narrative closes with another glimpse into God’s heart, “Then God
remembered Rachel, and God gave heed and opened her womb.” Rachel
gives birth to Joseph, Jacob’s 11t son (along with 1 daughter)



A Bitter Rivalry (29:31-30:24) K

I. Through the “God” lens, we learn:

a)
b)

c)
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God 1s Compassionate

God loves the unloved, the downcast, the mistreated, the lonely
“Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his
unfailing love.” — Lamentations 3:32

II. Through the “Humanity” lens, we learn:

a)
b)

Discontentment Steals Joy

“Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with
humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any
and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled
and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. I
can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” — Phil.4:11-13



Jacob Prospers (30:25-43) ¥

I. After 14 years, Jacob desires to return to Canaan _| r[@DMMIUENI}IG!Uﬁ
and provide for his own household

II. Laban knows God’s blessings are through Jacob & wants him to stay

III. Laban asked Jacob to name his wages (ironic), which he does (please
no), and Laban agrees (uh oh)

IV. “Jacob and Laban made an agreement, which both men felt they could
manipulate to their own advantage. But God sovereignly overruled to
bless Jacob, as He had promised, in spite of Laban's selfishness and
Jacob's deviousness”

V. Jacob grows “exceedingly prosperous” at the expense of Laban and is
ready to return to Canaan (as God had promised)



Jacob Prospers (30:25-43) ¥

I. Through the “God” lens, we learn:

a)
b)

c)
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God 1s Faithful — He indeed protected and provided for Jacob

“You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old.”

— Micah 7:18-20

“But the Lord 1s faithful. He will establish you and guard you against
the evil one.” — 2 Thess. 3:3

II. Through the “Humanity” lens, we learn:

a)
b)

c)

The Need to Control 1s Fruitless

Laban’s attempt to manipulate was pointless, and Jacob’s methods to
dictate were baseless...God blesses whom He blesses

“Who has spoken and it came to pass, unless the Lord has
commanded 1t? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that good
and bad come?” — Lamentations 3:37-38



Conclusion N

I. What did we learn about God?
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God is

God is Just God is Faithful

Compassionate

II. What did we learned about Humanity/Ourselves?

The Heart is Discontentment The Need to

Deceitful Steals Joy

Control is
Fruitless
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