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BUILDING
OUR FAMILY HOME

Spiritual Journey Part 4: “Building Our Family Home”

How God Built the Tabernacle

21 Then the LoRD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Tell the sons of Israel to raise
a contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall
raise My contribution. This is the contribution which you are to raise
from them: gold, silver and bronze, 4 blue, purple and scarlet material, fine
linen, goat hair, Srams’ skins dyed red, porpoise skins, acacia wood, ° oil
for lighting, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, ’ onyx
stones and setting stones for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 Let them
construct a sanctuary for Me, that | may dwell among them. (Exodus 25)

%21 Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved
him came and brought the LoRD’s contribution for the work of the tent of
meeting and for all its service and for the holy garments. 2 Then all whose
hearts moved them, both men and women, came and brought brooches
and earrings and signet rings and bracelets, all articles of gold; so did every
man who presented an offering of gold to the LorD. % Every man, who
had in his possession blue and purple and scarlet material and fine linen
and goats’ hair and rams’ skins dyed red and porpoise skins, brought them.
24 Everyone who could make a contribution of silver and bronze brought
the LORD’s contribution; and every man who had in his possession acacia
wood for any work of the service brought it. (Exodus 35)

325 All the skilled women spun with their hands, and brought what they
had spun, in blue and purple and scarlet material and in fine linen. 2 Al
the women whose heart stirred with a skill spun the

goats’ hair. 2’ The rulers brought the onyx stones and the stones for setting
for the ephod and for the breastpiece; 2 and the spice and the oil for the
light and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. (Exodus 35)

2 The Israelites, all the men and women, whose heart moved them to bring
material for all the work, which the LorD had commanded through Moses
to be done, brought a freewill offering to the LORD. (Exodus 35)

% The LORD has called by name Bezalel.... 3t And He has filled him with
the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding and in knowledge and in
all craftsmanship. ... *He also has put in his heart to teach, both he and
Oholiab... ®*He has filled them with skill to perform every work of an
engraver and of a designer and of an embroiderer, ... and of a weaver, as
performers of every work and makers of designs.” (Exodus 35)

%1¢“Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom the
LoRD has put skill and understanding to know how to perform all the work
in the construction of the sanctuary, shall perform in accordance with all
that the LORD has commanded.” 2 Then Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab
and every skillful person in whom the LoRD had put skill, everyone whose
heart stirred him, to come to the work to perform it. * They received from
Moses all the contributions which the sons of Israel had brought to perform
the work in the construction of the sanctuary. And they still continued
bringing to him freewill offerings every morning. (Exodus 36)

4 All the skillful men who were performing all the work of the sanctuary
came, each from the work which he was performing, ®and they said to
Moses, “The people are bringing much more than enough for the
construction work which the LORD commanded us to perform.” ¢So
Moses issued a command, and a proclamation was circulated throughout
the camp, saying, “Let no man or woman any longer perform work for the
contributions of the sanctuary.” Thus the people were restrained from
bringing any more. ’For the material they had was sufficient and more
than enough for all the work, to perform it. (Exodus 36)

How God Is Building the Church

21930 then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, ?° having been built



on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being
the corner stone, 2*in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is
growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. (Ephesians 2)

414 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
by craftiness in deceitful scheming; > but speaking the truth in love, we
are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, ¢ from
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes
the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. (Ephesians 4)

24 Coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but
is choice and precious in the sight of God, ®you also, as living stones, are
being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God thru Jesus Christ. ® For this is contained in
Scripture: “Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone,
And he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” (1 Peter 2)

39 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master
builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man
must be careful how he builds on it. 1*For no man can lay a foundation
other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 1> Now if any man
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw, *each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it
because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality
of each man’s work. *If any man’s work which he has built on it remains,
he will receive a reward. ¥ If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (1 Corinthians 3)

Building Our Family Home

1. Why did God not simply present Israel with a completed tabernacle
or temple? What lessons was He teaching them by having them
participate the ways He did? What lessons would the Lord have us
learn as we participate in building our family home?

2. Why did God tell Israel to ask the Egyptians to give them property,
which they had to carry through the desert, rather than providing
the material for the tabernacle at Mount Sinai? What lessons was
He teaching them? How does He teach us these lessons today?

3. Why do Exodus 25 and 35-36 so emphasize hearts, when God
could have simply demanded obedience, as in Exodus 20-24?
How might those who contributed to the tabernacle viewed and
approached it differently than those who chose not to contribute?
What lessons is God teaching us in these passages?

4. Why do Ephesians 2 and 4 use various analogies (political, familial,
religious, physical) to convey both our individual and corporate
relationships to God, Christ, and other Christians? How should
these analogies inform our Christian lives and ministries today?

5. What else in these passages and message were impactful?

6. What has God been teaching you through this series on Building
Our Family Home? How do you want and expect your faith to
deepen and your walk with God to mature as we work together to
pay off the land and build our permanent church home?



