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BUILDING
OUR FAMILY HOME

Spiritual Journey Part 1: “Abraham’s Mission and Ours”

"'Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your
relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you;
2 And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 3 and I will bless those who bless
you, and the one who curses you [ will curse. And in you all the families of
the earth will be blessed.” (Genesis 12)

3 “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ¢ Then he
believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. (Genesis
15)

¢ Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.
7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.
8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will
be blessed in you.” °So then those who are of faith are blessed with
Abraham, the believer. (Galatians 3)

17T will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars
of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall
possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22)

16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not
say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your
seed,” that is, Christ.... * And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3)

18 Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth. !° Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, 2° teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Mt 28)

~ Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God's People: A Biblical
Theology of the Church's Mission (Zondervan, 2010).

“If, in Christ, we inherit Abraham’s blessing, we also inherit Abraham’s
mission—that is, to go and be a blessing, to be the means by which God’s
blessing comes to others. At a fundamental level, starting right here in
Genesis, that is ‘who we are’ — the children of Abraham; and this ‘what we
are here for’ — to participate in God’s promised mission of bringing people
from all nations on earth into the sphere of God’s redemptive blessings
through Christ.”

The glorious gospel of the Abrahamic covenant is that God’s mission is
ultimately to bless all the nations. The enduring challenge of the Abrahamic
covenant is that God planned to do that ‘through you and your descendants’”

“There is no blessing, for ourselves or for others, without faith and
obedience. Those whom God calls to participate in his redemptive mission
for the nations are those who exercise saving faith like Abraham and
demonstrate costly obedience like Abraham. So then, what God promised
Abraham becomes the ultimate agenda for God’s own mission (blessing the
nations), and what Abraham did in response to God's promise becomes the
historical model for our mission (faith and obedience).”



What does God’s desire to bless all the nations reveal about God,
and how should this impact the way we view God, ourselves, and
others?

God mediates His blessing of the nations through one man
(Abraham), his descendants (believing Jews and Gentiles), and
seed (Jesus Christ). What obligation does this place on Abrahams
spiritual descendants? What obligation does this place on us
believers at Denia Community Church?

How should we respond to the fact that DCC’s mission is an
extension of Abraham’s mission, and what principles from
Abraham’s mission inform and apply to our mission as a local
church?

How did you react to the announcement about God’s giving DCC
this land, and what questions do you have about building our
family home?

How will having a permanent home facilitate our church’s
ministries to the Denia neighborhood?

What information has helped enthuse you, or would help enthuse
you, about participating in building our family home?

What else about this message was especially striking and
impactful?



