


Philippians:
Philippians Preview



Phillipi and the Via Egnatia



Paul’s “Macedonian Vision” 
(Acts 16:9–12)
9 A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was 
standing and appealing to him, and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to preach the gospel to them.
11 So putting out to sea from Troas, we ran a straight course to 
Samothrace, and on the day following to Neapolis; 12 and from 
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia, 
a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some days.



Paul’s First Convert in Europe 
(Acts 16:13–15)
13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, 
where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; 
and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had 
assembled. 14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a 
seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the 
Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 15 
And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged 
us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.



A Possessed Slave-Girl Is Liberated 
(Acts 16:16–18)
16 It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a 
slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her 
masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 Following after Paul and 
us, she kept crying out, saying, “These men are bond-servants of 
the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of 
salvation.” 18 She continued doing this for many days. But Paul 
was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came 
out at that very moment.



Paul and Silas Are Incarcerated 
(Acts 16:19–24)
19 When her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place 
before the authorities, 20 and when they had brought them to the 
chief magistrates, they said, “These men are throwing our city into 
confusion, being Jews, 21 and are proclaiming customs which it is 
not lawful for us to accept or to observe, being Romans.” 22 The 
crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates 
tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten 
with rods. 23 When they had struck them with many blows, they 
threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them 
securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them 
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
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Paul and Silas Are Liberated 
(Acts 16:25–28)
25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 
26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all 
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 
When the jailer awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew 
his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!” 



A Roman Jailer is Converted 
(Acts 16:29–34)
29 And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he 
fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 and after he brought them out, 
he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They said, “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who 
were in his house. 33 And he took them that very hour of the night 
and washed their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he 
and all his household. 34 And he brought them into his house and 
set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, having believed in God 
with his whole household.



The Philippian Church

Lydia of Thyatira + household Exorcised slave girl (?)
Roman jailer + household Epaphroditus
Eudodia Syntyche
the ‘companion’ Clement
2+ overseers 2+ deacons



Paul and the Philippians

• Paul was the church’s founder and spiritual father of initial 
members.

• Paul had returned to Philippi on at least two occasions.
• The Philippians were Paul’s financial supporters and prayer 

partners.
• Paul  and the Philippians had more than ten years of friendship 

and gospel partnership and enjoyed a relationship that was 
warm & affectionate.



Paul and the Philippians

• Paul was in prison, most likely in Rome, because of the gospel.
• Hearing of Paul’s imprisonment, the Philippians sent him a 

financial gift.
• Paul sent a letter with the returning courier (Epaphroditus), 

thanking the Philippians for their support and updating them on 
his situation.

• Paul used the opportunity to address several issues affecting the 
church at Philippi (e.g., persecution, false teachers, disunity) and 
to encourage their pursuit of Christ and partnership and 
progress in the gospel. 



Outline of Philippians

Paul’s Commencement (1:1–11)
Paul’s Circumstances (1:12–26)
Paul’s Challenges (1:27–2:18)
Paul’s Companions (2:19–30)
Paul’s Cautions (3:1–4:1)
Paul’s Counsel (4:2–9)
Paul’s Contentment (4:10–20)
Paul’s Closing (4:21–23)



Outline of Philippians

Paul’s Prayerful Commencement (1:1–11)
Salutation (1:1-2)
Thanksgiving (1:3–11)

Paul’s Christ-Exalting Circumstances (1:12–26)
Paul’s Imprisonment (1:12-18a)
Paul’s Expectation (1:18b–20)
Paul’s Perspective (1:21–26)



Outline of Philippians

Paul’s Gospel-Advancing Challenges (1:27–2:18)
Stand Firm and Strive Together (1:27–30)
Be United and Humble (2:1–4)
Imitate and Exalt Christ (2:5–11)
Stay Harmonious and Distinct (2:12–18)

Paul’s Faithful Companions (2:19–30)
Timothy (2:19–24)
Epaphroditus (2:25–30)



Outline of Philippians

Paul’s Sober Cautions (3:1–4:1)
Concerning Legalism and Self-Righteousness (3:1–11)
Concerning Complacency and Self-Indulgence (3:12–4:1)

Paul’s Earnest Counsel (4:2–9)
Be Reconciled (4:2–3)
Be Joyful (4:4–7)
Be Noble-Minded (4:4–9)



Outline of Philippians

Paul’s Learned Contentment (4:10–20)
Paul’s Gratitude (4:10–14)
Paul’s Sufficiency (4:15–20)

Paul’s Gracious Closing (4:21–23)
Greetings (4:21–22)
Blessing (4:23)



Ten Suggestions for Studying 
Philippians
1. Watch The Bible Project’s introduction to Philippians. 
2. Read Philippians in one sitting.
3. Reread Philippians repeatedly.

Sun Preview Sermon Text Mon Review Sermon Text
Tue Ch. 1 Wed Ch. 2
Thu Ch. 3 Fri Ch. 4
Sat Chs 1–4



Ten Suggestions for Studying 
Philippians
4. Journal your observations and reflections on Philippians.
5. Meditate on verses from Philippians.
6. Memorize portions of Philippians.
7. Listen to Philippians in an audio Bible.
8. Share what you are learning from Philippians.
9. Join a community group to discuss and apply Philippians.
10. Read a commentary on Philippians.



Devotional Commentaries for All 
Readers
Thomas Constable. “Notes on Philippians.” SonicLight.org / 
Lumina.org.
J. Alec Motyer. The Message of Philippians: Jesus Our Joy. 
The Bible Speaks Today. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1984.
Frank S. Thielman. Philippians. NIV Application Commentary. 
Zondervan, 1998.



Robust Commentaries Based on the 
English Text
Gordon D. Fee. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.  New 
International Commentary on the New Testament). Eerdman’s, 
1995.
G. Walter Hansen. The Letter to the Philippians. Pillar New 
Testament Commentary. 2009.
Moises Silva – Philippians, Second ed. (Baker Exegetical 
Commentary on the New Testament). Baker Academic, 2005. 



Didactic Commentaries for Greek 
Students
J. Harold Greenlee. An Exegetical Summary of Philippians. 2nd 
ed. SIL International, 2008.
Thomas Moore. Philippians: An Exegetical Guide for 
Preaching and Teaching. Big Greek Idea Series. Kregel, 2019. 
Jerry Sumney. Philippians: A Greek Student’s Intermediate 
Reader. Baker Academic, 2007.



Technical Commentaries Based on 
the Greek Text
Joseph Hellerman. Philippians. Exegetical Guide to the Greek 
New Testament. B&H Academic, 2015.
Mark Keown. Philippians. Evangelical Exegetical Commentary. 
Lexham, 2016.
Peter O’Brien. The Epistle to the Philippians. New International 
Greek Testament Commentary. Eerdmans, 1991. 



Themes in Philippians

1. Supremacy of Christ
2. Standing firm for the gospel in the face of persecution
3. Staying united for the gospel in the face of opposition.
4. Striving continuously for the upward call of Christ. 



Themes in Philippians

5. Joy always offering prayer with joy (1:4) 
in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice (1:18) 
your progress and joy in the faith (1:25)
make my joy complete (2:2)
I rejoice and share my joy with you all (2:17)
rejoice in the same way and share your joy (2:18)
Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord (3:1)
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! (4:4)
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