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God-Pleasing Piety | Matthew 6:1–8, 16–18

The Principle: Practice Piety to Please God, not Impress Others (6:1)

The Principle Applied to Three Pious Practices (6:2–18)

Charity (6:2–4)

Prayer (6:5–8)

Fasting (6:16–18)



The Principle: Practice Piety to Please God, not 
Impress Others | Matthew 6:1

1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed
by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in
heaven.



The Principle: Applied to Three Pious Practices | 
Matthew 6:2–18

Hypocritical Religion 
Prohibited

Genuine Religion 
Commanded

1. The occasion
“when you … give … pray … 
pray … fast” 
(6:2, 5, 7, 16)

“but when you … give … pray 
… pray … fast” 
(6:3, 6, 9, 17)

2. The activity
ostentatious action 
(6:2, 5, 7, 16)

secret action 
(6:3, 6, 9–13, 17)

3. The motivation
to be admired by others 
(6:1, 2, 5, 16)

to be seen only by the Father 
(6:4, 6, 18)

4. The solemn 
affirmantion

they have received all the 
reward they will ever get 
(6:2, 5, 16)

“your Father, who sees 
everything, will reward you” 
(6:4, 6, 18)

David Turner, "Matthew," in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary, Vol 11: Matthew and Mark, David
Turner and Darrell L. Bock (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2005), 101–102.



The Principle Applied to Charity | 6:2–4
2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their
reward in full.
3But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and
your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.



The Principle Applied to Prayer | 6:5–8
5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love
to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that
they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in
full.
6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door
and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees
what is done in secret will reward you.



The Principle Applied to Prayer | 6:5–8
7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as
the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their
many words. 8 So do not be like them; for your Father knows what
you need before you ask Him.



The Principle Applied to Fasting | 6:16–18
16 “Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites
do, for they neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by
men when they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward
in full. 17But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face
18 so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret
will reward you.
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1. Piety requires and prompts certain practices.

2. Hypocrisy can corrupt any pious practice.

3. People hate hypocrites.

4. God hates hypocrisy.
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5. God does not reward hypocrisy.

6. Impressing people is unrewarding.

7. God rewards Father-focused piety.






