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Context of Matthew 5:13-16
1. Matthew is first book of the NT and one of four Gospels…

first-hand accounts of the life of Christ.

2. Matthew himself was a tax collector, a profession seen as traitorous 
to his own people.  

3. The audience was composed of the follower, the curious, and the 
opposition. In vs. 13-16 Jesus is speaking to His followers. 

4. Matthew 5-7 is the Sermon on the Mount, which John kicked off last 
week by teaching on the Beatitudes.  Let’s read 5:3-12 again as a 
reminder of who we are meant to be as disciples of Christ.  

5. Followers of Jesus are to be humble, repentant, gentle, righteous, 
merciful, pure, and peacemaking. 



Sermon Preview

1. “You are the salt of the earth” – Be Different (Vs. 13)

2. “You are the light of the world” – Be Visible (Vs. 14-15)

3. “see your good works” – Be Engaged (Vs. 16)

4. Application: What would God have us Know, Feel, and Do? 



“You are the salt of the earth” – Be Different (Vs. 13)
1. Salt’s primary use at the time was as a preservative.

2. Christ-followers are to act as preservatives, slowing the decay 
and corruption of the world.  

3. “There should be a flavour of 
Christlikeness, a sparkle of joy 
and unselfishness about them 
that is immensely attractive.” 
– Michael Green

4. “Preach the gospel at all times and if necessary, use words.” 
- St. Francis of Assisi 

5. What might this practically look like? 



“You are the salt of the earth” – Be Different (Vs. 13)

1. “but if salt becomes tasteless, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 
out and trampled underfoot by people.” – Matthew 5:13

2. In context of preservation, salt became “unsalty” when it was  diluted or 
polluted with impurities to the point that it no longer served its purpose, at 
which time it was removed and used on roads and roofs.

3. Similarly, when Christians become diluted and polluted by the world, and 
we are no longer distinguishable from the world, we fail to fulfill our 
Kingdom purposes.   

4. What does this practically look like? 



1. Light is one of Scripture’s most common symbols: 

a) God is light – “This is the message we have heard from Him and 
announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness 
at all.” – 1 John 1:5

b) Christ is light – “This was the true Light that, coming into the world, 
enlightens every person.” – John 1:9

c) God’s people are light – “for you are all sons of light and sons of 
day. We are not of night nor of darkness” – 1 Thess. 5:5

“You are the light of the world” – Be Visible (Vs. 14-15)



“You are the light of the world” – Be Visible (Vs. 14-15)

1. What is the purpose of light?  Let’s look at two examples:

2. What happens when lights don’t shine as they are intended?  

3. “A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light 
to all who are in the house.” – Matthew 14i-15



“see your good works” – Be Engaged (Vs. 16)
1. “Your light must shine before people in such a way that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16

2. We are called to action, not just integrity and presence.
a. “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 

and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be 
filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, 
what use is that?” – James 2:15-16

b. “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in 
them.” – Ephesians 2:10

3. What are we doing to love people today?  



Supporting Scripture

• “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness, and truth).” - Eph. 5:8-9

• “Do all things without complaining or arguments; so that you will prove 
yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above 
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world.” - Phil. 2:14-15

• “Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; in all things show yourself 
to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound 
in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to 
shame, having nothing bad to say about us.” 
– Titus 2:6-8



Matthew 5:13-16 - Application
1. What would God have us Know?

a) It is through our integrity, presence and action that God 
is glorified in this dark and decaying world.  If we don’t have all of 
these three things, we will not fulfill our Kingdom purpose. 

2. What would God have us Feel?
a) Called…we are the light of the world.  
b) Reflective and Repentant. 
c) Motivated. 

3. What would God have us Do?
a) Do we need to confess any compromise, isolation, or inaction? 
b) Do we need to reprioritize our lives? Our calendars?
c) Where can we commit to better loving people?  






