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The Establishment of Elders in the Church
29 In the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them
determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in
Judea. 30And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the
elders. (Acts 11:29–30)

23When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed
with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had
believed. (Acts 14:21–23; cf. Titus 1:5)



The Establishment of Elders in the Church
2 The brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them
should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this
issue.… 4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the
church and the apostles and the elders,… 6 The apostles and the elders
came together to look into this matter.… 23 and they sent this letter by them,
“The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch
and Syria and Cilicia …. While they were passing through the cities, they
were delivering the decrees which had been decided upon by the apostles
and elders who were in Jerusalem, for them to observe (Acts 15:2, 4, 6,
22–23; 16.4; cf. Acts 21:18; James 5.14)



The Role of Elders in the Church
17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the

church. …. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church
of God which He purchased with His own blood. (Acts 20:17, 28)

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your
souls as those who will give an account. (Hebrews 13:17)



The Role of Elders in the Church
1 I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the

sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be
revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight
not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God;
and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over
those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.
(1 Peter 5:1–4)



The Qualifications of Elders in the Church
1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is

a fine work he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach,
the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from
the love of money. 4 He must be one who manages his own household well,
keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not
know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church
of God?), 6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and
fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good
reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into
reproach and the snare of the devil. (1Timothy 3:1–7)



The Qualifications of Elders in the Church
5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what

remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, 6 namely, if
any man is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children
who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. 7 For the overseer
must be above reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid
gain, 8 but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-
controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with
the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine
and to refute those who contradict. (Titus 1:5–9)



Congregant Responsibilities toward their Elders
We request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,
13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. (1
Thessalonians 5:12–13)

7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and
considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. (Hebrews 13:7)

17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor,
especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the
Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” and “The
laborer is worthy of his wages.” (1Tim 5:17–18)



Congregant Responsibilities toward their Elders
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your
souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and
not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 18 Pray for us, for
we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct
ourselves honorably in all things. (Hebrews 13:17–18)

11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the
saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ….
(Ephesians 4:11–12).



The Origin of the Office of Deacon
1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a

complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native
Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God
in order to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, select from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom
we may put in charge of this task. 4 But we will devote ourselves to
prayer and to the ministry of the word.”



The Origin of the Office of Deacon
5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from
Antioch. 6 And these they brought before the apostles; and after
praying, they laid their hands on them. (Acts 6:1–6)



Qualifications for Deacons / Deaconesses
8 Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or

addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, 9 but holding to the
mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 These men must also
first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond
reproach. 11 Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips,
but temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Deacons must be husbands of
only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own
households. 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for
themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in
Christ Jesus.
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